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New study shows Bengaluru air
far worse than reported by KSPCB conviction ready, to be moved soon: Sources

A first of its kind
study of Bengaluru's air
quality that combines
data from an extensive
network of stationery
and on-road monitoring
devices shows that
Bengaluru's air quality is
far worse than earlier re-
ported, with pollution on
the road 200 per cent to
1000 per cent more than
the ambient pollution lev-
els.

The Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board
(KSPCB) measures air
quality in Bengaluru
based on data from seven
ambient stations. Two of
these stations do not
monitor PM 2.5, the fine
particles that can enter
the bloodstream through
lungs and cause several
diseases, including can-
cer.

The central pollution
board has set up two sta-
tions (Peenya and BTM
Layout). Officials have
admitted that the nine sta-
tions have proved inad-
equate to monitor the air
quality of the city.

In its new study, the
Center for Study of Sci-
ence, Technology and
Policy (CSTEP) used 55
sensors to cover a ma-
jority of the city area and
some peri-urban and ru-
ral locations in Bengaluru.
While providing crucial
actionable data, the study
tries to fill the critical data
gaps for air quality man-
agement.

Researchers identi-
fied 1200 km of road-
ways and measured the
pollution from 9 amto 5
pm by dividing them into
11 unique routes (each
covering 100 km).

"On-road PM2.5 ex-
hibited higher values (be-
tween 72 and 80 micro-
gram per cubic metre) in
the western parts of the
BBMP area, which in-

clude Dasarahalli,
Rajarajeshwari Nagar,
West Zone, South Zone,
and parts of Bomma
nahalli," the study said.

The Mysore Road,
NICE Road, Kanakapura
Road, Magadi Main
Road and Tumkur Road
had PM2.5 greater than
88 microgram per cubic
metre. Most of the east-
ern parts had less than 60
microgram per cubic
metre.

Ambient PM 2.5 data
put Mahadevpura,
Dasarahalli, Rajaraj
eshwari Nagar, West
Zone, and South Zone as
clusters with higher con-

centration of the particles
during January 2022.
Bommasandra  and
Attibele areas were also
characterised by PM2.5
of more than 50 micro-
gram per cubic metre.
Bengaluru Rural district
fared better with 33 mi-
crograms per cubic
metre except a hotspot
region in Hoskote.

The researchers also
flagged the pollution
caused by ultrafine par-
ticles (of size less than
100 nanometers), that are
either directly emitted or
formed through photo-
chemical aging of gases.
These particles are asso-

ciated with increased
blood pressure and risk
of cardiovascular dis-
eases.

The study noted that
future studies may focus
on characterisation of
gaseous criteria pollut-
ants by using multi-pol-
lutant sensors as a cost-
effective measure. It rec-
ommends prioritisation
of mitigation of activities,
abating vehicular emis-
sions, adopting regional
strategies to tackle pollu-
tion rather than city-spe-
cific plans and audit
unorganised polluting in-
dustries or activities in
the outskirts.

BBMP's surplus budget sinks under
Karnataka government's revised allocation

Despite the BBMP
presenting a surplus bud-
get earlier this month, the
civic body is destined to
have a significant short-
fall in its revenues with
the state government pil-
ing more works.

The revised budget
approved by the state
government stands at Rs
11,524 crore even as it
introduced additional
works worth Rs 577
crore. This is expected to
impact the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike’s (BBMP) financial
planning, pushing the
civic body to source the

Bengaluru streets are

not safe: Uber, Rapido

bike taxi drivers demand
protection from harassment

Over 1,000 bike taxi
drivers protested against
harassment by auto-rick-
shaw drivers at Freedom
Park on Monday.

Organised by the Bike
Taxi Association,

Bengaluru, the strike,
which began at 9 am,
saw Uber and Rapido
drivers demand protec-
tion from harassment and

a safe work environ-
ment.

Shouting slogans,
they held placards with
messages like ‘Save bike
taxis, save our liveli-
hood’, ‘We oppose the
harassment we are fac-
ing’, “We have the right
to earn our livelihood’
and ‘We need protec-
tion’, among others.

Striking  drivers
claimed that people
chose bike taxis over
auto-rickshaws because

the latter demand more
money. “Let the public
make the choice about
what they want to ride
in. Why are we facing the
heat from auto drivers?”
one of them asked.
“We are pleading
with the government to
look into our issues and
assure us safety. We will

government takes no ac-
tion to protect our right
to earn alivelihood,” said
Adi Narayana M, presi-
dent, Bike Taxi Associa-
tion, Bengaluru.

The strike ended on
Monday, after which
members of the Bike Taxi
Association presented
their memorandum to the
circle inspector,
Upparpet traffic police
station, and the assistant
commissioner of police,
Chickpet sub-division.

shortfall internally.

The Urban Develop-
ment Department (UDD)
order dated March 24

stated that the govern-
ment has approved the
BBMP budget for finan-
cial year 2023-24 pre-
sented on March 2. The
order said the civic body
is allowed to raise the
budget size by Rs 367
crore, which would
force the BBMP to drop
works worth Rs 210
crore, which was part of
the original budget.

The Bengaluru Solid
Waste Management Ltd
(BSWML) is the primary
beneficiary of the state
government’s budget
with allocation for waste
disposal increasing
from Rs 700 crore to Rs
1,100 crore.

The government cited
the need to implement
orders from the Supreme
Court, the high court and
the National Green tribu-
nal (NGT) for increasing
the allocation.

It’s learnt that the
BBMP’s original budget
had earmarked funds only
for the collection and
transportation of waste

from houses and com-
mercial establishments.
No other fund was allo-
cated for works under-

taken by BSWML, a
separate entity carved out
of the BBMP.
Discretionary funds
Surprisingly, the re-
vised budget has allo-
cated large sums for dis-
cretionary use of the
mayor (Rs 150 crore),
deputy mayor (Rs 25
crore), chief commis-
sioner (Rs 75 crore),
standing committee on
finance and taxation (Rs
25 crore), Bengaluru de-
velopment minister (Rs
250 crore). This amounts
to Rs 575 crore, signifi-
cantly higher than the
BBMP’s original alloca-
tion of Rs 400 crore.
Should the BBMP
council elections get
postponed one more time,
the BBMP administrator,
a senior 1AS officer, will
control the discretionary
funds allotted for the
mayor,
deputy mayor and the
standing committee. Very
little public record exists
on how the discretionary
funds are utilised.

A petition challenging
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi's conviction and
sentencing by a trial court
in Surat in a defamation
case is ready and is likely
to be filed very soon,
sources said on Wednes-
day.

The party's top legal
advisors are working on
the review petition which
will be filed before the
Surat sessions court in a
day or two, they added.

Gandhi was con-
victed and was given a
two-year sentence in the
2019 defamation case
over his remarks on Modi
surname, following
which he was disquali-
fied as MP of Lok Sabha.

The Congress has
said that it will fight the
matter both politically and
legally and will take the

issue to the public. Con-
gress Whip in Lok Sabha
Manickam Tagore said

the government has de-
liberately disqualified
Rahul Gandhi under a
well-planned conspiracy
to not allow him to attend
Parliament during this
budget session.

"This is a totally false
case and his disqualifica-
tion has come to keep him

Amulya Vani Bilingual Daily

Plea challenging Rahul Gandhi's

away from Parliament.
But, we will fight it both

legally and politically," he

told reporters outside
Parliament.

Meanwhile, the Elec-
tion Commission said it
was in no hurry to an-
nounce bye-election to
Wayanad constituency as
the trail court has given
Gandhi one month to ap-
peal against the court

order."There is no hurry,
we will wait. There is not
hurry to do it before ex-
hausting that particular
remedy which the trial
court had accorded. We
will take a call after that,"
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar said
at a press conference.

He said the vacancy
in the Wayanad parlia-
mentary party was noti-
fied on March 23 this
year and as per the law,
a bypoll has to be con-
ducted within six
months. Kumar said
the law also states that if
the remainder of the term
was less than one year,
then the election will not
be held. The CEC said
that in the case of
Wayanad, the remainder
of the term is more than
a year.

Bengaluru constable complains to Presi-
dent of India against inspector, suspended

Complaining to the
President of India against
his immediate boss has
cost a head constable

dearly. Shiva Kumar,
posted at the
Subramanyanagar police
station and working as a
station writer, has
been suspended for indis-
cipline and bringing disre-
spect to the police.

Kumar typed a nine-
page anonymous com-
plaint alleging harassment
to the staff at the police
station on February 24,
2023, and sent it to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu by
post. He also circulated the
complaint online.

D Devaraj, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(North), entrusted the as-
sistant commissioner of
police (Malleswaram sub-
division) to conduct an
enquiry.

A detailed investiga-
tion showed that Kumar
had posted the letter from
a post box in

Vi »

Kamakshipalyam when
police officials were de-
ployed for the prime
minister’s security. The al-
legations made by him
against police inspector
Sharana Gowda were
found to be false.

“I placed the constable
under suspension recently
based on the detailed re-
port filed by the ACP. The
allegations were found to
be false. The constable,
Kumar, was undisciplined
and brought disrespect to
the police department,”
Devaraj told DH.

Kumar was caught on
CCTV cameras near the
post box in Kamaksh
ipalyam by a police sub-
inspector who was as-
signed to find out the de-

Ramanagar's Ram temple
to cost Rs 120 crore: C N
Ashwath Narayan

The proposed Ram
temple at Ramadevara
Betta in Ramanagara is
expected to cost Rs 100
crore to Rs 120 crore,
district minister C N
Ashwath Narayan said
on Tuesday. Narayan is
supervising the temple
project, which is being

DH report prompts Lokayukta
action against BDA officials

The Karnataka
Lokayukta has filed suo-
moto proceedings
against BDA officials for
failing to get mandatory
approval from the com-
mittee headed by a re-
tired judge while calling
for tenders. The action
was taken by the Upa
Lokayukta following
news reports in DH.

The reports pointed to
the for electrical works
at the Dr Shivaram
Karanth Layout from
the government-consti-
tuted committee. In the
notice, the Upa
Lokayukta felt that the
failure of the officials to
obtain the mandatory ap-
proval showed their neg-
ligence in discharging

duties and this can be
considered as “malad-
ministration” under Sec-
tion 2(10) of the
Karnataka Lokayukta
Act.

Based on the pro-
ceedings, the engineer
officer, BDA, and execu-
tive engineer (Electrical),
BDA, have been issued a
notice seeking a report.

projected as the Ayodhya
of the South.

On Tuesday, Narayan
was given a graphic
visualisation of how the
temple will look. *Work
on the temple will be
taken up keeping in mind
the environment of the
place. We will also make
sure that the vulture
sanctuary is not affected.
The next steps will be
taken such that there are
no legal hurdles,"
Narayan said.

The temple will come
up on 19 acres of the
Ramadevara Betta. "CM
Bommai will lay the foun-
dation stone. The date is
yet to be finalised,"”
Narayan said.

The minister specified
that the temple project
had nothing to do with
elections.

tails of the post.

Kumar’s complaint al-
leged that Gowda was ha-
rassing the staff to collect
hafta from various people
and give it to him as he had
invested money to get a
posting in the station.
Kumar also alleged that
Gowda was misbehaving
with women staff when
they approached him for
leave. He alleged Gowda
harassed the men staff for

granting the leave.
Kumar also mentioned
that the inspector had fixed
monthly mamool from
commercial establishments
in the jurisdiction. Con-
stable Kumar also sent the
complaint to the prime
minister, home minister,
CBI, Income Tax Depart-
ment, Election Commission
of India, chief minister,
chief secretary, DG&IGP
and other senior officers.

Karnataka Congress chief D
K Shivakumar seen showering
Rs 500 notes ahead of polls

As Karnataka edges closer to the , state Congress
chief D K Shivakumar was spotted showering Rs
500 notes at artists near Bevinahalli in the Mandya
district, during the ‘Praja Dhwani Yatra’ organised
by grand old party in Srirangapatna.

Shortly after videos surfaced of DKS showering
money in the Mandya district, Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Basavaraj Bommai lashed out at the Congress,
accusing the party of resorting to all sorts of tactics
to garner votes. "He [D K Shivakumar] does every-
thing and blatantly uses all kinds of power. Congress
thinks that the people [of Karnataka] are beggars but

the people will teach them. People are the real own-
ers," said Bommai, slamming the grand old party and

its state chief.

The development comes on the back of by CM
Bommai, who on Tuesday accused the Congress of
trying to poach the saffron party's lawmakers. The
Congress has announced its first list of 124 candi-
dates, but is yet to offer tickets in 100 seats in the
state. Meanwhile, the Election Commission is the
dates for the state polls on Wednesday.

Karnataka goes to polls on
May 10; result on May 13

The Election Com-
mission of India will hold
the Assembly elections in
Karnataka in a single-
phase on May 10 while
the counting of votes will
take place on May 13.
The current term of the
Karnataka Assembly ex-
pires on May 24.

Addressing a press
conference at Vigyan
Bhawan in New Delhion
Wednesday, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar said that a total of
5,21,73,579 people are
eligible to vote in the

Karnataka elections. This
includes 2.62 crore male
and 2.59 crore female
voters.

The CEC said that it
is for the first time that
people above the age of
80 and persons with dis-
abilities (PWD) can vote
from the confines of their
homes.

Of the 5.21 crore
electors, the number of
voters who are above 80
years of age stands at
12.15 lakh while 5.55
lakh are PWD voters, he
added.
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